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Hello all readers!  Let me give you a little background about myself.  I 

grew up in Shell Lake, WI where my parents worked out, yet we still 

raised pigs and beef as well as the feed they ate.  Looking back, I would 

say we were weekend warriors; my parents depended on us four kids 

to help them.  We spent MANY, MANY hours picking rocks together, 

planting, harvesting hay and picking corn.  These are my roots where I 

gained an appreciation for agriculture. 

I got my bachelor’s degree in crop and soil science at UW-River Falls.  I 

did an internship at a co-op as well as at a research facility.  Upon 

graduating I worked for a short time at Dairyland Labs in Arcadia, WI.  

There I specialized in testing feed samples for nitrogen and soil samples 

for pH.  It was at the lab that I learned of Black’s Valley Ag—I tested a lot of soil that came from 

Black’s!  I began my career with Black’s Valley Ag in 2008.  I started out soil sampling and I am still 

very much involved with the soil sampling here. 

If you have never soil sampled before, I strongly recommend you pull some samples to find out 

what your nutrient base is out there.  Knowing what you have to work with makes it easier to make 

recommendations specific to your fields.  We can find out where you will get the most bang for 

your buck, whether it be in lime or potash or another nutrient. 

We recommend you pull samples every 4 years or so, but sample as often as you like.  A sample is 

made up of ten, or so, soil cores.  Most often a sample is pulled every 5 acres (to satisfy the 

guidelines of 590 Standard), however, samples can be pulled at any acreage, but keep in mind the 

larger the area, the harder it is to get a representative sample—you must pull more cores.   

There are two types of sample collecting: randomized and grid sampling.  We do some randomized 

sampling, but the majority of our sampling is done by grids.  The grid points are tied to GPS 

coordinates that allow us to make prescription maps to treat fields with variable rate lime and 

fertilizer.  Having GPS coordinates also allows us to go back 

to that point the next time we sample and see what 

changes occurred. 

All results include pH, organic matter, phosphorus and 

potassium (potash).  More in depth testing can include 

calcium, magnesium, cation exchange capacity, boron, zinc, 

sulfur, and manganese.  There are a couple charts I want to 

bring to your attention that can help you understand your 

soil test results.  The first chart shows how pH can affect 

nutrient availability, the second chart shows the 

interaction that nutrients can have on each other.   
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I’ve looked over thousands of soil test results; I’ve seen extremely high tests and extremely low 

tests in every category.  The most misunderstood concept is that growers think they can amend 

their soil test with one big ‘correctional’ application.  It doesn’t happen that way folks!    It takes 

time, whether you’re trying to draw down phosphorus levels or increase potassium levels…plan on 

years of removing/adding more nutrients than what is being applied/removed dry matter. 

I hope I’ve sparked a little interest in my readers, I would be happy to talk to you about what I know 

about soil sampling! 

Hannah Brion-CCA 

 

 


